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Identity, Order and State: the Boat People and State-Building in the Lower Reaches of the Minjiang
River in 1950s 182

Huang Xiangchun

Abstract: Around the 1950s, there was a political process driven by the identity issue of the “boat people” in the
lower reaches of the Minjiang River. With this process as the background, we look at how the state-building of
new China unfolded at the local and daily levels and got “entrenched” in the emotions, conceptions and modes
of action of the disadvantaged and marginalized groups of people. In light of this, we discuss the interaction be-
tween locality, ethnicity and state-building and highlight its characteristics. During the institutionalization of the
new state in the lower reaches of the Minjiang River centered on Fuzhou, the boat people were redefined in
terms of modern political categories such as “citizen”, “class” and “nationality”. Being involved in the recon-
struction of local social, they demonstrated themselves as social actors with remarkable subjectivity. Their recog-
nition of their own living conditions and their collective consciousness of their localized “identity-order” struc-
ture in the great historical transformation reflect the collision, interaction and compromise between the new in-
stitutionalization process and the inherent sense of order and mobility of traditional local society. All this reveals
the characteristics and internal tension of China in its transformation from the traditional “identity society” to

the modern type of “nation-state.”

Keywords: boat people, identity, order, state

From Barefoot Doctor to Ritual Expert: Inheritance of Traditional Knowledge in Rural Society 201
Dong Sisi

Abstract: The paper discusses the inheritance of traditional knowledge in rural society during the collectiviza-
tion period. In this period, the state, in an effort to transform the traditional culture of rural society, mandated
the use of new textbooks in national education while strictly controlling the circulation of the “old books”. In
some rural society which the livelihood and business model of ordinary villagers are relatively stable, where the
daily life was still operated to a large extent on the traditional experience. So the "old books" which carried the
traditional knowledge are preserved in the political movements. the main informants in this paper were all born
after 1949. As educated youth home, they chose to become barefoot doctors because of their livelihood and the
promotion of national medical policies, and learned the traditional knowledge of rural society in contact with
medical books and other “old books”. In the post-collectivization period, they became experts in rituals invari-
ably for the dual influence of economic factors and the logic of rural daily life, to meet the spiritual needs and so-

cial needs of the villagers.

Keywords: reading history, collectivization period, ritual expert

11



