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From Yuegang to Anhai:

Port Transfer in the Context of Pan-Piracy Order and the Spanish-Dutch Conflict

Boyi Chen

Abstract: This paper examines the port transfer process from the 1560s to the
1680s in the context of the regional history of southeast coastal China, southern and
northeastern Taiwan, and the northern Philippines. According to the official Chinese,
Spanish, and Dutch archives and other non-systematical sources, | reveal that the major
trading port on the coast of Fujian shifted from Yuegang to Anhai during those 120
years. | then further argue that the transfer occurred in a pan-piracy order, a system in
which economic exchange was dominated by piracy, and was accelerated by the
Spanish-Dutch conflict, framing a longue durée (long-term historical structures over
events) analysis of the cross-border studies of three research paradigms: history of the
Ming-Qing transition and the Southern Ming, history of Sino-Western relations, and
Socio-economic studies. From the perspective of longue duré analysis, this port-
transfer case shows us mechanisms of historical change under the daily order rather
than the immediate causal factors, and how the regional historical study significantly

reveals larger structural characteristics.
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