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The Tradition of Local-Lineage Autonomy among the Hakka in Western Hokkien

——A Case Study of The genealogies of the Wu lineage in Peitian
Zheng Zhenman

Abstract: In order to better understand the historical origin of local lineage autonomy ( )in Late Qing,
this article, largely based on The Genealogies of the Wu Lineage in Peitian, Changting County, investigates
the tradition of local-lineage autonomy among the Hakka in this area of western Hokkien. Although many
statesmen and intellectuals, beginning in the Northern Song, attempted to carry out “local-lineage” autonomy
based on the lineage structure, this article argues that the form of such autonomy was quite variegated and
depended on the specific historical conditions. Therefore, empirical and comparative studies are needed to
understand how such local autonomy was actually carried out. The Wu lineage, which had lived together for
a long time, achieved local-lineage autonomy largely through relying on the lineage structure. Within the
confines of the national law and governing authorities, the Wu lineage tried to manage lineage affairs through
family instructions, family discipline, and lineage regulations. The Wu lineage’s success represents an ideal
model of lineage autonomy. The branches and associations of the Wu lineage possessed wealth and effectively
managed communal affairs and public welfare. For example, the Peitian Public Welfare Association,
established during the New Deal period of Late Qing, replaced the administrative functions of the communal
compacts and reflected the historical transformation from lineage autonomy to local autonomy.

Key words: Ming and Qing, local-lineage autonomy, New Deal in Late Qing, Hakka in western Hok-

kien, lineage organization, genealogy
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