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Qian Mu’s Road to Academia Sinica Academician
Chi-shing Chak’

Abstract

Given his high academic standing and outstanding research
achievements, the great historian Qian Mu should have been elected as an
academician, Academia Sinica’s highest honor, at its first convocation in
1948. However, he was only elected in the seventh convocation in 1968.
Why was there this unreasonable twenty-year delay? In order to reconstruct
the specific circumstances of Qian Mu’s failure to be elected in the third
convocation in 1959, this article makes use of archives from Academia Sinica
and Hu Shih Memorial Hall, memoirs, diaries, and published and unpublished
private letters, as well as interviews. Based on these materials, this article
provides insight as to why Qian Mu only became an academician of the
Academia Sinica after a twenty-year delay. Excavating Hu Shi’s true
opinions of Qian Mu, this article also throws light the fundamental
contradictions between iconoclasm and cultural conservatism in cultural

identity that so embroiled the intellectuals of the twentieth century.

Keywords: Qian Mu, Hu Shi, Academician of Academia Sinica,

cultural conservatism, iconoclasm
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