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Offerings to Gods of Sea in State Sacrifices during the Han and Tang Periods

LU Xi—qi
( Department of History Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 Hubei)

Abstract: In the state sacrifice system of the Han Tang and other dynasties gods of sea were worshipped by imperial

states as gods from mountains and rivers. Their status was lower than that of the Five Scared Mountains ( Wu Yue) and the

Four Important Mountains ( St Zhen) but was equal or slightly higher than that of the Four Great Rivers ( Si Du) . Offerings

were made to the gods of sea in two ways: One was common worshipping of many gods in the Imperial Sacrifices ( Jiao Si)

and other was special worshipping in the temples for gods of sea made by officers who were dispatched by emperors to the

temples located in the coastal regions and made offerings to the gods of sea. The Gods of Four Seas who were worshipped by

imperial states were designed according to the conception of “Universe” and they were the gods of sea in political culture

but were not the gods from sea worshiped by coastal inhabitants. The Offerings to the Gods of Sea in State Sacrifices were a

relatively independent system separate from the offerings to the gods of sea in the coastal regions.

Key words: Gods of Sea State Sacrifices Han and Tang Periods
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