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Paradigm of the “Sprouts of Chinese Capitalism” and
the Studies of Ming-Qing Socio-Economic History
Xu Hong

Abstract; This article is concerning historiography of the paradigm of “Sprouts of Chinese Capitalism”
with the intention to explain how the discussions upon this paradigm has inspired the studies of socio-
economic development of the Ming and Qing dynasties. Since 1950s, researches on this paradigm has
collected a large number of primary sources from the official archives, folk literatures, inscriptions, legal
contracts, and field works, hence provided a significant amount of research materials available never
before. Now, it seems at a right moment to revise the long held “Chinese stagnation theory”. And at the
same time to claim that traditional Chinese society could also have the potentiality to change and develop
capitalism on its own.
Key Words: Sprout of Chinese Capitalism; Ming-Qing Socio-Economic History; Fu Yiling; Wu Chengming;
Li Bozhong
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