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A Study on Transformation of Tuchai System

and Local Practices in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Shu Manjun

Abstract: Tuchai was a punishment mechanism established for the completion of taxation in the late Ming dynasty,in
which the Yamen runners were the practitioners whose primary function was urging the Lizhang to pay taxes
proportionally, whereas it gave rise to a series of social problems such as the extra demands, the erosion of Lijia system
in the course of keeping the Lizhang under detention by those Yamen runners.In the face of these malpractices, the Qing
government tried to use Gundan to establish a self-transport system in place of Tuchai in the tax-levying. The fact that
the practice made a more complicated situation in which Tuchai and Gundan were both effectively in Huizhou was noted
by the local documents, which also suggested that Tuchai finally played a irreplaceable role in the government and
county tax levy system as well as the link between county and local society.

Keywords: the Ming and Qing dynasties; Tuchai;levy mechanism;Gundan;self-transport system



