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Space on the Map and Politics of the Toponym:
A Case Study on Fujian Shenghui Chengshi Quantu Woodblock-Printed in Qing Period
Luo Guilin® Wang Min®
(1. History Department of Nanchang University, Nanchang, 330031;
2. Library of Nanchang University, Nanchang, 330031)

Abstract: Map is an important tool to cognize the geographical reality. The map carver creates
specific “spatial imagination” by various “narrative” means. It can not only affect the spatial cognition
of general public, but also is restricted by the geographical cognition structure of the specific time,
and even affected by the grass—roots society. The production, circulation and use of Fujian Sheng-
hui Chengshi Quantu ( ) woodblock—printed in Qing Period shows the complex in-
teraction between map and society. The purpose of the map’s carving was conveniently implementa-
tion of Baojia ( ) system, but in the print process, it was simplified and even sold cheaply, so the
city imagination of Fuzhou spread from the official into folk. The focus in the map were government
Yamens, military facilities, etiquette and education places, and it was not intended to fully present the
urban appearance, but in order to highlight the political nature, reflected the value tendency of draw-
ing height. These affected the understanding about Fuzhou’s space of general public. In the map, the
grass-rooted toponyms (Tu Min, ) were “reformed” and “incorporated” by the ways of igno-
rance, cover and mutual marking. But there were still a number of grass-rooted toponyms appearing
on the map, or even replacing official standard toponyms, and it influenced the spatial representation
of the official map.

Key words: Fujian Shenghui Chengshi Quantu ( )5 version; circulation ; spa-

tial imagination; politics of toponym
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