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Dispute of Fankou Dam: Conflicts of Interest and Local Order in
the Water Conservancy Project During Late Qing Dynasty

YANG Guo-an

D epartn entofH story W uhan University, W uhan 430072

Abstract: Fankou which bcated in W uchang County ofH ubei Province, was geographically character-
ized by “L iangzi Lake Inside and Y angtze R iver O utside” . A s the native residents bng cherished prejudice a-
gainst inm igrants, the proposal © build a dan in Fankou finally resulied in a probonged conflict of interest
during the R eign of Em peror G uangxu. 0 pposed by L iH anzhang, the G ovemor ofH uguang, butsupported by
Peng Y ulin, the Deputy M inister of D efence, itcaused further debates on issues of agricu lure, fishery, com -
m erce, navigation, and water safety. The dispute over the Fankou dam reflects the com plex com petition rela-
tionship between difierent nterestgroups. Itako shows that the policy-m aking m echanism on public projects

in Late D ynasty was prob kem atic.
Keywords Fankou dam ; econom ic benefits; ecological environm ent; ke Q ing D ynasty
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