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Fluid Boundary of “She/Han"” Ethnicity and Reconstruction of Historical Memory
——A Case Study of the Narrative of “Manliao (The Barbarians)-She”
in Local Documents of Southeast China
Huang Xiangchun

Abstract: By rereading the stories of “Manliao (the barbarians)-She” in local documents of Fujian, it
was indicated that the history of the She clan was not only a process of alternate ethnic labels, but also
a process of fluid boundary of “She/Han” ethnicity. With the changes of patterns of ecological-econo-
my, cultural practices, ethnic identities and continuous reconstruction of historical memories, this
process actually modeled the ethnic relationship, social structure and cultural tradition in this area.
Meanwhile, the structural transformation from “chieftain society” to “lineage society” took place in
the whole Southeast China.
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