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The Phenomenon of Strong-immigrant and Weak-native and Local Measures
in North Fujian During Qing Dynasty

Chen ChiChong

Abstract

This article aims at discussing the reason of immigration into North Fujian in
Qing Dynasty and the different situations, which are caused by the immigration,
between the natives and the immigrants. It explores the meaning of the local
government’s judgment and the measures, which are different from other
communities, taken by the natives and local officials in order to adapt to the situation
of strong-immigrant and weak-native as well.

The geographical environment and the damage caused by local convulsions in
North Fujian during Qing Dynasty bring about large-scale immigration. These
immigrants control the economic lifeline so that the situation of strong-immigrant and
weak-native comes into being. It results in disputes between the natives and the
immigrants. To solve this problem, the government even uses the nation force. In the
sight of the process and result of the judgment, local governments in North Fujian can
make judgments according to actual conditions most of the time when dealing with
events but not protects the natives and bullies the immigrants.

There is a special example among the measures which are taken by the society of
North Fujian in order to adapt the situation of strong-immigrant and weak-native, that
is, the natives in Pucheng County and the local officials in Shunchang County
naturalize the immigrants initiatively in Late Qing Dynasty. They expect the
relationship between the natives and the immigrants can be improved by changing the
immigrants into the natives and the natives and the immigrants will make efforts to
construct local society together.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Fujian; Relation of Natives and Immigrant; Local Society
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