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A Study of the Military Scribe in the Ming Dynasty

Wen Haibo

Abstract; Military scribe(shi zi bing) was a kind of military personnel who was in charge of secvetary works. of local
institutions during the Ming dynasty. Initially, at the time of Hongxi reign military scribe were personally enlisted by
military officers of respective levels of army.It was not until Emperor Hongzhi’s late period that this means of enrolling
military scribe was approved by the court and then was officially incorporated into the military system. This
authorization was in favor of the military officers, who began to take charge of the enrollment and deployment of the
military scribe without the intervention of the Ministry of Personnel. Consequently, the exclusive control of local
secretariats by the court was divided into dualistic control by national power and army offices group.For one thing, the
military scribe played an important role in the local document operation, which was manifested in their writings of
various documents of the army and their services of communicating messages as well as calling for taxes and legal
duties among commoners. For another, however, they eventually jeopardized effectiveness of the military operation of
the Ming dynasty because of their blatant behaviors of corruption, which was associated with their low salaries and
short of hands.

Keywords: the Ming dynasty;military scribe;document circulation; military system




