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ANCESTOR MYTHS AND WITCHCRAFT TRADITIONS
FOLK RELIGION AS A STRATEGY OF CULTURAL ADAPTION
FOR SHE PEOPLE IN EASTERN FUJIAN PROVINCE
Zhao Jingyang Luo Zhenyu

Abstract Panhu worship and Lvshan Taoism are of great significance for She people in Eastern
Fujian province. To hide or to emphasize the memory of the saga of Pan Hu which are two
opposite cultural orientations of She people have been interweaved for a long period of time.
Actually  both of integration into the society and escaping from that are one of the strategies of
cultural adaption. In the process of She people’ s settling down and being localization while
resolving the political conflicts of the power and right they make their identity intensified as the
descendants of Pan Hu. At the same time Lvshan Taoism helps to strengthen She people’ s
awareness of ethnic boundary by an organic integration of ancestor myths witcheraft traditions and
local Taoism. It also motivates She wizards to take part in more social life activities for they are
given title of ritual specialists in a traditional naming system.

Key words cultural adaption the saga of Pan Hu ancestor myths witchceraft traditions



