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Abstract: In these years, many studies focused on the merchants in central part of Shanxi Province in Ming and Qing dy-
nasties, while the merchants in southeast Shanxi were neglected by scholars. Actually, the merchants in southeast
Shanxi, named Ze and Lu prefectures merchants, were famous in the trade of salt, iron and silk. They played an im-
portant role in the regional business and also participated in local service actively as well. More importantly, from the
perspectives of regional history studies, it will offer a new way for the studies of Shanxi merchants if we could under-

stand it in the context and line of the transition of regional society.
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